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An anthology of verse by former 


Bread Loaf staff members, 
students and other Middlebury 
College poets. 


Introduction by Roserr Frost 








Bread Loaf will be published by the Middlebury College 
Press on July 15th, the hundredth birthday of Joseph Battell, founder 
of the Bread Loaf colony. 


Hervey Allen, Robert Hillyer, Louis Untermeyer, Frances Frost, Robert 
M. Gay, Kimball Flaccus, Theodore Morrison, Jorge Guillen, Pedro 
Salinas, Charles Malam and Donald Davidson are included in the 
long list of authors who have contributed poems hitherto unpublished 
in book form. 


Illustrated by Edward Sanborn. First edition limited. Price $1.50 


Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference 


Fourteenth Annual Session 


AUGUST 16-30, 1939 


Sponsored by 
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 


Theodore Morrison, Director 


PURPOSE 


Tur Brean Loar Writers’ Conrerence began fourteen years ago to 
provide training, criticism, and stimulating associations for writers. 
Its exciting two-weeks’ annual sessions in the Vermont hills have con- 
tinued until the Conference is known throughout the United States. 
A college president, a publisher, and a poet were among those who 
laid down its plan and its guiding philosophy. The Conference has 
continued to profit by the support of Middlebury College and its 
President, Paul D. Moody. Its annual fellowships, to which nomi- 
nations are made by publishers and editors, are an evidence of its 
constantly enlarging circle of publishing friends. And this year Robert 
Frost, the poet who has helped to foster it from the original seed, 
returns as a staff member to preside over the work in verse. 

Bread Loaf was a pioneer at the outset; the ideas on which it was 
founded have been imitated in almost every part of the country. But 
the leadership of Bread Loaf continues. Its guiding philosophy re- 
mains unchanged, but its program 1s continually being modified and 
improved in practice and its experimental vigor is as strong as ever. 
It still blends in its own unique way the three main elements of its 
program: the sound literary training ensured by the support of a college 
and the educational experience of the staff; the practical knowledge 
provided by professional writers, editors, and publishers; and finally 
the stimulation of an intensive two-weeks’ program of lectures, class- 
room discussions, and individual conferences for criticism of manu- 
script, all taking place in the surroundings of a picturesque mountain 
inn. 

There are three main ways in which a man or woman who wants 
to make progress as a writer may expect to profit by coming to Bread 
Loaf. He may gain a better knowledge of his craft and better under- 
standing of its problems, whether these are problems of style and 











expression in general, or of the technique of some form of writing: the 
novel, the short story, verse, plays, articles, reviews, etc. He may 
learn more of the practical conditions of publishing and marketing, or 
receive the advice of an experienced agent or editor. Or finally he 
may simply gain intellectual stimulation and satisfaction in the varied 
Bread Loaf program. The Conference places its emphasis on the first 
of these three kinds of reward. It believes that it can do its best 
service by helping its members gain a better understanding of their 
craft and a better command of it. The Conference does not believe 
that writers are produced by instruction, and takes no stock in rules 
or formulas as highroads to success. It does believe that those who 
have some capacity for writing can profit by intelligent study of their 
job and by intelligent criticism. It believes that no one can teach 
whatever may be teachable in writing as well as a practising writer, 
especially a writer who has also had some educational experience 
and hence has learned the art of communicating his knowledge. The 
Conference staff is drawn largely from writers of this sort. 


PROGRAM 


Tue Conrerence is informal and flexible. Permanent features of the 
program include lectures on the techniques of the main forms of 
writing, group discussions of manuscripts written by Conference 
members, more general evening lectures, and interviews between 
staff and Conference members for criticism of manuscripts and advice 
on literary or publishing problems. 

Members of the Conterence who submit manuscripts for criticism 
hand them to the Director at the outset of the session, and individual 
interviews between Conference members and staff members are 
arranged later in the term. Lectures on technique and class-room dis- 
cussions of manuscript occupy the mornings of the session, and overflow 
meetings or additional discussions are often scheduled during the 
afternoons. But in general an effort is made to keep the afternoons free 
from specified engagements so that the Conference members may find 
time to enjoy the Bread Loaf country, to exercise, or to hold their 
own discussions. 

An important feature of the Conference is its program of evening 
lectures, readings, and discussions led by distinguished visitors or 
staff members. These lectures provide a series of highly unusual and 
stimulating views of contemporary American writing by men and 
women who have themselves won distinction as authors, critics, or 


editors. 











Conference Staff, 1938: Standing: Raymond Everitt; Robeson Bailey; Herbert Agar ( guest 
speaker); Herschel Brickell; Wallace Stegner; Fletcher Pratt. Second Row: Gorham Mun- 
son; Bernard DeVoto; Theodore Morrison; Robert Frost; John Gassner. First Row: Mrs. 
Stegner; Helen Everitt; Mrs. Morrison; and Mrs. Agar (Eleanor Chilton). 


THE STAFF FOR 1939 


Tus Mars Worx of the Conference is devoted to fiction, verse, drama, 
articles, and criticism. The staff is chosen with these principal lines 
of effort in mind. The professional experience of the staff as a whole 
is so various that its members can deal with a very wide range of 
literary problems, and any student at the Conference may be reason- 
ably sure that his particular needs will fall within the knowledge of 
one or more staff members. The Director will be glad to answer 
inquiries about work in any branch of writing. 


VERSE 
Rosert Frost A collected edition of the poems of Robert 
Frost, from A Boy's Will through A Further 
Range, appeared this year. 
Louis UxrERMEvER Poet, anthologist; author of Heine, editor of 
Modern American and British Poetry, etc. 
FICTION 
BerwarD DEVoro Novelist, critic, essayist; former editor, The 
Saturday Review of Literature; incumbent of the 
Easy Chair department of Harpers’ Magazine: 
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author, Mark Twain's America, Forays and Re- 
buttals, We Accept With Pleasure, etc. 


HerscueL Brickett Critic; former literary editor of The New York 


Post and of The North American Review. 


Eprrn Mrrerietees Authority on the short story; professor of 
English, Stanford University; author, The 
Story Writer, etc. 


FLETCHER PRATT Pulp writer and editor; author of detective 
fiction; author of Hail Caesar!, Ordeal by Fire 
and other historical works; author, (in collab- 
oration) of The Lost Battalion; contributor to 
The American Mercury, Esquire, Saturday Review 


of Literature, and many other magazines. 


DRAMA 
Jons W. Gassner Head of the playreading department of The 
Theatre Guild; instructor in playwriting at 
Hunter College, New York; dramatic critic 
for The Forum and other periodicals; member, 
New York Drama Critics Circle; editor, 
writer, and translator of important publica- 


tions on the drama. 


ARTICLES and CRITICISM 


GorHam Munson Lecturer at the New School for Social Re- 
search, NewYork; editor, biographer, teacher; 
author of critical and biographical studies of 


Robert Frost and of Waldo Frank, and of 


other books; writer of articles and criticism. 
PUBLICATION ADVISERS 
Raymonp EVERITT Vice-president and head of the trade editorial 


department of Little, Brown and Company. 


ALAN COLLINS Literary agent; head of the New York office of 
Curtis, Brown, Ltd. 


DIRECTOR OF THE CONFERENCE 


Txeopore Morrison Poet; assistant professor of English at Harvard; 
former associate editor of The Atlantic Monthly; 
author of The Serpent in the Cloud, Notes of 
Death and Life. 
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Library and Little Theatre 
EXPECTED VISITORS 


Tue Conrerence has always been able to congratulate itself on its dis- 
tinguished visitors, who come sometimes for a day, sometimes for 
longer periods, to give general lectures or to hold individual consul- 
tations or to take part in open discussions. This year our expected 
visitors will include: 


Arcutpatp MacLetsh Poet, former editor of Fortune, Pulitzer 
Prize winner. 


J. P. Marquanp Novelist, Pulitzer prize winner. 

WALLACE STEGNER Winner of the Little, Brown novelette con- 
test, author of magazine fiction. 

Lampert Davis Publisher; former editor The Virginia Quar- 


terly; Editor, Trade Department, The 
Bobbs Merrill Co. 


HERBERT AGAR Editorial writer for the Louisville Courier- 
Journal; Pulitzer Prize winner for History, 
1933. 


WALTER Pricuarp Eaton Associate Professor of Playwriting, Yale 
University, and Associate Fellow of Say- 
brook College. 
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Gassner and Gorham Munson Mr. and Mrs. 


























Louis Untermeyer Bread Loaf Cott 











oaf Cottages Herschel Brickell 








FELLOWSHIPS 


Tue Conrerence offers each year a number of fellowships to writers 
of marked promise who are nominated and recommended by publishers, 
editors, well-known authors, literary agents, or teachers. Ordinarily, 
fellowship holders have some definite achievement already to their 
credit, in the form of one or more published books or prominent con- 
tributions to magazines. Their presence is an additionally stimulating 
and enriching influence at the Conference. 

Among our fellows in recent years have been Josephine Johnson 
(proposed by The Atlantic Monthly); George Marion O'Donnell (pro- 
posed by John Crowe Ransom and Donald Davidson); Shirley Barker 
(proposed by the Yale University Press); Fletcher Pratt (proposed 
by Random House); James Still (proposed by Viking Press); Robert 
Francis (proposed by Macmillan); Eleanor Delamater (proposed by 
Curtis, Brown, Ltd.); Harriet Hassell (proposed by Harper and 
Brothers); Theodore Straus (proposed by Little, Brown); Charles 
Foster (proposed by Robert Frost); Elizabeth Davis, (proposed by 
Bread Loaf School of English); and others. 


ADMISSION 


Two classes of membership in the Conference are offered: 

(1) Those who wish to bring manuscripts to Bread Loaf for criti- 
cism by the staff should apply for admission as Contributors. 

(2) Those who do not wish to submit manuscripts should apply 
for admission as Auditors. 


(1) Contributors 


CONTRIBUTORS are asked to submit examples of their work, published 
or unpublished, at the time of application. The object of asking for these 
examples is to provide as far as possible that contributing members 
of the Conference shall be likely to profit by the criticism of the staff. 
Those who do not seem likely to profit by staff criticism will be 
advised not to enroll as Contributors. 

Admission as a Contributor should in no sense be taken as an indica- 
tion of the sort of criticism which the applicant should expect from 
staff members after reaching Bread Loaf. Nor should it be taken as 
a judgment on the merits or promise of the work submitted. It repre- 
sents only the careful but not infallible opinion of a preliminary 
manuscript reader that the applicant may reasonably expect to proht 
asa writer by the instruction, criticism, and associations of Bread Loaf. 
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No criticism of any manuscript will be given before the Conference 


begins. 
(2) Auditors 


Aupirons may attend all lectures, discussions, "clinics," and other 
general meetings of the Conference. They may not submit manuscripts 
for staff criticism; otherwise their privileges are in no way different 
from those of Contributors. 


HOW TO APPLY FOR ADMISSION 


1) Write for application blanks to Summer Session Office, Mid- 
dlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. 


(2) If you desire admission as a Contributor, forward examples of 
your published or unpublished work at the same time that you return 
your application blank. As much material may be submitted as you 
feel is necessary to represent fairly the range and quality of your work. 

All manuscript must be clearly typewritten, and will be returned 
only if accompanied by full postage or clear directions for return by 
express collect. A full and clear address should be written on all 





























Interior of Library 
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Robert Frost and Archibald MacLeish 





manuscript as well as on all letters. Address your application, with 
manuscript, to Richard L. Brown, Assistant to the Director, Bread 
Loaf Writers’ Conference, Middlebury, Vermont. (Do not address 
correspondence to Bread Loaf, Vermont, before August 17.) 

Some time may pass before manuscript can be returned, and it will 
therefore be an advantage to keep copies. 


(3) If you desire admission as an Auditor, return your application, 
without manuscript, to Richard L. Brown. Take care to indicate that 
you wish admission as Auditor. 


FEES 
(1) For Contributors: 


The charge for membership in the Conference for Contributors is 
$100.00, plus the charge for a room in the Bread Loaf Inn or one of 
the cottages. The fee of $100.00 includes charges for tuition and 
board for the duration of the Conference. Rooms may be had at a 
cost of $8.00 to $42.00 for the full term. Address all correspondence 
in regard to rooms to Mrs. Pamelia S. Powell, Summer Session Office, 
Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. A deposit of $15.00 
should be made with her on or before August 1. Make all checks payable 
to Middlebury College. 


(2) For Auditors: 


The charge for Auditors is $75.00 plus room charges. Auditors may 
enroll for one week at $50.00 plus room charges, but otherwise there 
will be no deduction for part-time attendance. 


DATES 


Tue Conrerence begins with the noon meal on registration day, 
Wednesday, August 16, and concludes with breakfast on Wednesday 
morning, August 30. Members traveling by train or bus should buy 
tickets for Middlebury, Vermont. Free transportation from Middle- 
bury to Bread Loaf is provided on August 16, and from Bread Loaf to 
Middlebury on August 30. Those who bring manuscripts to Bread 
Loaf should bring them if possible in their hand luggage, so that they 
may be submitted to the Director on registration day. 
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RECREATION AND SURROUNDINGS 


MouxTAIN-CLIMBING, horse-back riding, tennis, and other games are 
available at or immediately about Bread Loaf Inn. Golf courses are 
available at Middlebury, Brandon, or farther aheld; and swimming at 
Lake Dunmore. 


Bread Loaf Inn is a hotel of picturesque history and exceptional 
situation. It stands in the midst of one of the most magnificent forest 
tracts in the Eastern states. It is well up in the Green Mountains, 
which overlook the Champlain Valley. The nearest community, a 
few miles down the road, is the village of Ripton, where old- 
fashioned square dancing thrives with great vitality and annually 
attracts visitors from Bread Loaf. 








On publication please send C.O.D. 


one copy of the Bread Loaf Anthology... C) 
Reserve for me one copy of the Bread Loaf Anthology............ (EIA. ) 
Check 
Enclosed is $1.50 for one copy of the Bread Loaf Anthology... (............ ) 
Check 
Signed alte o. TAE uu ei ee EEE 










PLACE 
ONE CENT 


STAMP HERE 


MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE PRESS 


MIDDLEBURY 


VERMONT 


Bread Loat School of English 


MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 


June 28 to August 12, 1939 


MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT 
H. G. Owen, Director 


A GRADUATE SCHOOL LIMITED IN NUMBERS, OFFERING A WIDE SELECTION OF 
COURSES IN LITERARY HISTORY, THE ART OF WRITING, AND PLAY PRODUCTION, 
ALL LEADING TO THE M.A. DEGREE. BREAD LOAF PROVIDES A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR COMBINING A SUMMER VACATION IN THE HEART OF THE GREEN MOUNTAINS 
WITH STUDY UNDER NATIONALLY FAMOUS INSTRUCTORS. 


FACULTY 


Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt University 
Raymond Bosworth, Simmons College 
Esther Cloudman Dunn, Smith College 


Harold Ehrensperger, Northwestern Uni- 
versity 


Hewette E. Joyce, Dartmouth College 
Perry Miller, Harvard University 
Lucia B. Mirrielees, University of Mon- 


tana 


Hortense Moore, Ohio Wesleyan Univer- 
sity 

Ruth Conniston Morize, Simmons Col- 
lege 

Theodore Morrison, Harvard University 

Dorothy Boyd Thomas, Mount Holyoke 
College 

George F. Thomas, University of North 


Caroline 


James Southall Wilson ‚University of Vir- 


gna 


Lectures and Entertainments 


Robert Frost, Sheldon Cheney, Robert M. Gay, Marjorie Nicolson, 
John Mason Brown, French School Quartet, Edward Weeks. 


Courses 


"Teaching of English, 17th Century Literature, English Poets of the Romantic 
Movement, 19th Century English Novel, Play Production, Platonic Tradition in 
English Literature, Victorian Poetry, Social and Intellectual Backgrounds of 
American Literature, Modern English and American Drama, Types of Drama, 
Chaucer, Renaissance Literature in 16th Century England, Richardson and Fielding, 
Modern Poetry, Criticism: Theory and Practice, Shakespeare, Cross Currents of 
1 gu Century Thought, The American Novel, Seminar in Writing, The Development 
of English Thought in Art and Literature, Elizabethan Music. 


BREAD LOAF INN— a: RESIDENCE OF THE SCHOOL AND CONFERENCE 
IS AN OLD INN, WHICH ACCOMMODATES TRANSIENT OR PERMANENT GUESTS, 
WHO ARE ADMITTED TO LECTURES AND ENTERTAINMENTS AND, UPON PAYMENT 
OF A FEE, TO CLASSES. 


FURTHER INFORMATION MAY BE SECURED FROM THE DIRECTOR 








